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CEQA
The California

Environmental
Quality Act

CASE STUDY

Impact on Climate Change & Wildfire

—— SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, 2009-2010 ———

Abengoa Mojave Solar Project

Streamlining a Major Solar Electric Project While Protecting Workers and Habitat

Healthy natural areas play a critical role in absorbing
greenhouse gases and stabilizing the climate. A utility-
scale solar electric project in the desert of San Bernardino
County was fast-tracked through the CEQA process and
now serves to slow climate change on two fronts: by
increasing the share of renewable energy in California’s
electricity market, and by protecting the surrounding
natural habitat and its cohort of native species.

The Abengoa Mojave Solar Project generates enough
electricity to power 88,000 households a year. As a large-

scale solar project, it was eligible for an expedited CEQA
process. Outcomes of this process included a program

to assure worker safety and fire protection in this high
wildfire-risk area; an assessment of potential impacts to
low-income and communities of color; and measures to
mitigate impacts to biological resources. Significantly, the
project established and funded a conservation easement
on the surrounding land.

SOURCE: SOURCE: BAE URBAN ECONOMICS (2016). CEQA IN THE
21ST CENTURY. P. 36.
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CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE ALLIANCE

California Environmental Justice Alliance (CEJA)
For more info, contact: Tiffany Eng | tiffany@caleja.org | 510.808.5898 x103

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is an important tool for advancing environmental justice (EJ) and protecting the rights of
communities disproportionately impacted by pollution and poverty in our state. The law allows a community to not only be notified of development

projects that are being proposed for their neighborhood; it also provides them with a formal process to share their concerns and recommend

improvements so that a project can better serve and protect the community. CEQA also provides a mechanism for holding certain projects accountable
if they insufficiently analyze potential harms against local residents and neighborhoods.




