
	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
9	
  Key	
  Environmental	
  Justice	
  and	
  Climate	
  Policy	
  Issues	
  for	
  2015	
  
With	
  a	
  new	
  generation	
  of	
  statewide	
  climate	
  and	
  renewable	
  energy	
  policies	
  being	
  
drafted,	
  the	
  California	
  Environmental	
  Justice	
  Alliance	
  (CEJA)	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  share	
  our	
  
analysis	
  on	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  environmental	
  justice	
  and	
  climate	
  issues	
  we	
  believe	
  are	
  
critical	
  to	
  include	
  in	
  the	
  range	
  of	
  policy	
  proposals	
  that	
  are	
  being	
  formulated	
  in	
  the	
  
Legislature.	
  	
  
	
  

1. Pass	
  post	
  2020	
  greenhouse	
  gas	
  emission	
  targets,	
  as	
  outlined	
  in	
  SB	
  32.	
  The	
  
target	
  should	
  include	
  short-­‐lived	
  climate	
  pollutants	
  and	
  other	
  co-­‐pollutants.	
  	
  
	
  

2. Ensure	
  any	
  post	
  2020	
  climate	
  goals	
  are	
  achieved	
  through	
  direct	
  emission	
  
reductions,	
  with	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  communities	
  already	
  overburdened	
  with	
  
pollution.	
  	
  

	
  
3. Transition	
  California	
  to	
  100	
  %	
  renewable	
  energy	
  by	
  2050,	
  with	
  an	
  interim	
  

target	
  of	
  60%	
  renewables	
  by	
  2030.	
  	
  
	
  

4. Bring	
  small-­‐scale	
  renewable	
  energy	
  into	
  the	
  communities	
  most	
  impacted	
  
through	
  a	
  feed-­‐in	
  tariff.	
  

	
  
5. Create	
  dedicated	
  Environmental	
  Justice	
  staff	
  at	
  the	
  California	
  Air	
  Resources	
  

Board	
  (CARB)	
  and	
  California	
  Public	
  Utilities	
  Commission	
  (CPUC).	
  Given	
  the	
  
range	
  and	
  depth	
  of	
  environmental	
  justice	
  issues	
  at	
  stake	
  within	
  energy,	
  air	
  
quality	
  and	
  statewide	
  climate	
  policy,	
  both	
  CPUC	
  and	
  CARB	
  need	
  dedicated	
  
staffing	
  with	
  sufficient	
  authority	
  to	
  support	
  implementation	
  of	
  
Environmental	
  Justice	
  policies	
  and	
  ensure	
  other	
  policies	
  address	
  
Environmental	
  Justice	
  needs.	
  	
  

	
  
6. Increase	
  climate	
  investments	
  in	
  disadvantaged	
  communities	
  by,	
  at	
  a	
  

minimum,	
  doubling	
  the	
  carve	
  out	
  for	
  disadvantaged	
  communßities	
  within	
  
the	
  Greenhouse	
  Gas	
  Reduction	
  Fund	
  to	
  50%.	
  	
  

	
  
7. End	
  our	
  reliance	
  on	
  fossil	
  fuel	
  in	
  the	
  transportation	
  sector,	
  including:	
  

reducing	
  emissions	
  from	
  goods	
  movement	
  and	
  freight,	
  and	
  aggressively	
  
enhance	
  access	
  to	
  clean	
  transportation	
  alternatives	
  and	
  clean,	
  affordable	
  
public	
  transit,	
  especially	
  for	
  low-­‐income	
  Californians.	
  This	
  can	
  be	
  
accomplished	
  through	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  equity	
  measures	
  including	
  rebates,	
  
increased	
  access	
  to	
  charging	
  facilities,	
  financing	
  assistance	
  programs	
  and	
  car-­‐
sharing	
  options.	
  	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
8. Codify	
  the	
  already	
  established	
  loading	
  order	
  at	
  the	
  California	
  Public	
  Utilities	
  

Commission.	
  The	
  state	
  has	
  already	
  prioritized	
  renewable	
  energy,	
  energy	
  
efficiency,	
  conservation	
  and	
  demand	
  response.	
  These	
  strategies	
  should	
  be	
  
aggressively	
  implemented	
  over	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  new	
  energy	
  sources	
  such	
  
as	
  natural	
  gas	
  power	
  plants.	
  	
  

	
  
9. Ensure	
  energy	
  efficiency	
  programs	
  create	
  high-­‐road,	
  long-­‐term,	
  accessible	
  

jobs	
  for	
  communities	
  who	
  have	
  suffered	
  from	
  chronic	
  under	
  and	
  
unemployment.	
  	
  

	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  about	
  this	
  proposal,	
  please	
  contact:	
  
Strela	
  Cervas,	
  scervas@caleja.org,	
  (323)	
  826-­‐9771	
  x	
  104	
  	
  
	
  
About	
  the	
  California	
  Environmental	
  Justice	
  Alliance	
  (CEJA)	
  
CEJA	
  is	
  a	
  statewide,	
  community-­‐led	
  alliance	
  that	
  works	
  to	
  achieve	
  environmental	
  
justice	
  by	
  advancing	
  policy	
  solutions.	
  We	
  unite	
  the	
  powerful	
  local	
  organizing	
  of	
  our	
  
members	
  in	
  the	
  communities	
  most	
  impacted	
  by	
  environmental	
  hazards	
  –	
  low-­‐
income	
  communities	
  and	
  communities	
  of	
  color	
  -­‐	
  to	
  create	
  comprehensive	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  change	
  at	
  a	
  statewide	
  level.	
  We	
  build	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  communities	
  
across	
  California	
  to	
  create	
  policies	
  that	
  will	
  alleviate	
  poverty	
  and	
  pollution.	
  	
  
	
  
All	
  together,	
  we	
  represent	
  approximately	
  15,000	
  Latino,	
  Asian	
  Pacific	
  American,	
  and	
  
African	
  American	
  residents.	
  Our	
  members	
  are:	
  	
  

• Asian	
  Pacific	
  Environmental	
  Network	
  
• Center	
  for	
  Community	
  Action	
  and	
  Environmental	
  Justice	
  
• Center	
  on	
  Race,	
  Poverty	
  and	
  the	
  Environment	
  
• Communities	
  for	
  a	
  Better	
  Environment	
  
• Environmental	
  Health	
  Coalition	
  
• People	
  Organizing	
  to	
  Demand	
  Environmental	
  and	
  Economic	
  Rights	
  

	
  

	
  


