
GREEN ZONES
TRANSFORM ING TOXIC HOTSPOTS 

INTO HEALTHY HOODS

COM M ON ROOTS

Green Zones are a place-based strategy that uses com m unity-led 
solut ions to tr ansform  areas overburdened by pol lut ion in to heal thy 
thr iving neighborhoods.  Green Zones are neighborhoods heavi ly 
im pacted by pol lut ion ? m ost often low-incom e com m unit ies and 
com m unit ies of color  ? where residents are organizing to r educe 
industr ial  pol lut ion and cul t ivate new, coordinated oppor tun i t ies to 
im plem ent com m unity-based solut ions.

Each Green Zone is a r eflect ion of the speci f ic needs, pr ior i t ies, and 
environm ental  just ice issues in  the com m unity, but al l  share com m on 
roots. By ident i fying Green Zones ? com m unit ies that need to 
tr ansi t ion fr om  toxic hotspots in to heal thy neighborhoods ? we can 
dir ect a whole range of r esources and program s in to these areas.

Solut ions-Or ient ed

Col laborat ive

Green Zones str uggle with a deadly com binat ion of pol lut ion, publ ic heal th burdens, 
and socioeconom ic str essors, and are located in  som e of the m ost h ighly im pacted 
areas according to the CalEnviroScreen 2.0 that m easures cum ulat ive im pacts.

Green Zones l i f t  up the voices and visions of r esidents f i r st  and forem ost. By bui lding 
long-term  oppor tun i t ies for  com m unity developm ent, they ensure that long-t im e 
residents are protected and dir ect ly benefi t  fr om  any new developm ent.

Green Zones use a hol ist ic approach to neighborhood tr ansform ation. They shi ft  away 
fr om  fight ing com m unity heal th threats one-by-one to a m ore com prehensive 
approach based on pr inciples of just ice and sustainabi l i ty. 

Green Zones advance m ul t iple solut ions,including pol lut ion reduct ion, tr ansi t ion ing 
off fossi l  fuels, affordable housing, local  jobs, open and green space, increased access to 
heal thy food, in fr astructure equi ty,  and preservat ion of com m unity cul ture. 

Green Zones seek  to im plem ent big changes, and no one organizat ion can do i t  alone. 
From  local  coal i t ions to task  for ces and work ing groups that br ing together  local , state, 
and federal  agencies, im plem enting Green Zones requires m ul t i -faceted par tnerships.

Com prehensive

Com m uni t y -Led

Green Zones have developed fr om  decades of organizing by groups work ing dir ect ly in  low-incom e com m unit ies and 
com m unit ies of color  to address the over -concentrat ion of pol lut ion sources and the cum ulat ive im pacts of toxic em issions.  
They have em erged fr om  com m unity effor ts to r e-configure the unheal thy, often discr im inator y,  land use patterns that have 
shaped how our  com m unit ies look  today.

WHAT IS A GREEN ZONE?

Green Zone com m unit ies dem onstrate that land use planning can help address            
old problem s whi le creat ing a path forward to im plem ent solut ions by leading 
com m unity-based processes to develop speci f ic plans for  their  neighborhoods.

Cum ulat ive Im pact s

Unheal t hy  Land  Use

CORE PRINCIPLES



ADVANCING GREEN ZONES ACROSS CALIFORNIA

Green Zones are not just an oppor tun i ty for  low-incom e com m unit ies and com m unit ies of color  to l ive in  heal thy, thr iving 
neighborhoods. I t  is an oppor tun i ty for  al l  of  Cal i forn ia and the countr y to begin im plem enting the just, sustainable pol icies 
that are needed to face the changing cl im ate and changing wor ld. Green Zones can becom e a m odel  for  str engthening local  
econom ies, envir onm ents, and dem ocracies across Cal i forn ia and the countr y. 

For  the Cal i forn ia Environm ental  Just ice Al l iance, a statewide coal i t ion that works in  par tnership with m any organizat ions, 
Green Zones is about developing pol icies guided by com m unity pr ior i t ies. W e str ive to advance visionary statewide pol icies 
that m ove us away fr om  environm ental  si los and towards the tr ansform ation of toxic hotspots.

W e see three cr i t ical  areas of work  to help advance the overal l  m ovem ent for  Green Zones:

1 . Li f t  up  t he success of  local  
Green Zones  across t he st at e

2 . Suppor t  st at ew ide ef f or t s         
t o  ident i f y  overburdened  
com m uni t ies

3 . Advance v isionary  pol icies    
t hat  suppor t  al l  Green Zones

W e honor  the hard work  of com m unity-based 
organizat ions,  the residents they work  with,  
and bel ieve the solut ions being developed 
on-the-ground m ust be elevated to a 
statewide level . 

Cum ulat ive im pact screening l ike 
CalEnviroScreen 2.0 can be cr i t ical  tools to 
l ink  overburdened com m unit ies to 
statewide resources, pol icies and benefi ts 
that suppor t Green Zone solut ions. In  the 
future,  CalEnviroScreen 2.0 can also be 
used for  local , r egional , and statewide 
environm ental  enfor cem ent, perm itt ing, 
and other  r egulator y decisions that help 
reduce toxic burdens in  Green Zones. 

Grounded in  the local  organizing of Green Zones 
across the state, we seek  to advance statewide 
pol icies that address the com m on roots and l i f t  
up the core pr inciples of al l  Green Zones. 

CEJA, our  m em bers,  par tners,  al l ies, and hopeful ly m ore organizat ions and com m unit ies in  the future, wi l l  cont inue to 
advance the tr ansform ative Green Zones m odel  both on the ground and statewide. Through th is m ul t i faceted, coordinated 
approach we wi l l  str engthen the statewide m ovem ent to tr ansform  toxic hotspots in to heal thy, thr iving Green Zones. 

Please read  our  f u l l  " Green Zones Across Cal i f orn ia"  Repor t  at  b i t . l y / GreenZonesAcrossCA

For  m ore in f orm at ion, p lease cont act :  Am y  Vanderw ark er  at  am y@caleja.org


