
U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Inspector General
ATTN: IG Hotline 1000
Independence Avenue, SW
Mail Stop 5D-031 Washington, DC 20585

DELIVERED VIA EMAIL ighotline@hq.doe.gov

September 1, 2022

Dear Inspector General Teri Donaldson,

We are writing on behalf of 56 organizations and researchers to request an investigation of the
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory advocacy effort promoting carbon capture to
California regulators, legislators, schools, and community groups, and the funding arrangement
for that campaign.

The Los Angeles Times reported1 on several documents which show that a campaign to promote
carbon capture in California by the Livermore Lab and Livermore Lab Foundation was funded
via 501(c)(4) groups run by executives of DTE Energy, the Michigan-based power company. A
DTE Energy subsidiary owns power plants in California2 that could benefit from policies and
regulations that promote carbon capture in California, including biomass power plants in
communities in San Joaquin County and Kern County in the San Joaquin Valley that are
impacted by high levels of pollution from power plants and other industrial facilities.

The arrangement raises concerns that Livermore Lab staff have used the credibility of the
National Lab to promote policies and regulations that could benefit a company that operates
power plants in Environmental Justice communities, without adequately disclosing the funding
arrangement from 501(c)(4) groups run by that company’s executives. Some questions the
Inspector General could investigate include:

Did the funding arrangement for the Livermore Lab and Livermore Lab Foundation’s carbon
capture campaign comply with existing Department of Energy policies concerning industry
partnerships with the National Labs?

What changes to Department of Energy policies are needed to provide sufficient oversight of
National Lab industry partnerships, to ensure the independence and credibility of National Lab
programs?

2 https://dtevantage.com/projects/
1 https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2022-06-23/michigan-energy-firm-dark-money-california-climate-plans-boiling-point
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Tax forms show that 501(c)(4) groups run by DTE Energy executives funded the Livermore
Lab carbon capture advocacy campaign
The Los Angeles Times article cites the 2020 990 tax form3 filed by the Livermore Lab
Foundation, which reports:

“Funding from the Clean and Sustainable Energy (CASE) Fund allowed the Foundation to
survey more than 1,200 residents in the San Joaquin Delta region and Kern County on their
views on climate change, carbon neutrality and carbon capture and storage. Both of these areas
represent some of the most suitable locations for long-term geological storage of CO2. The
results are shaping an outreach toolkit to provide stakeholders, community leaders and
educators with the science behind carbon neutrality as well as societal benefits.”

The 2020 990 form4 for the “Clean and Sustainable Energy (CASE) Fund,” shows that it is a
501(c)(4) group with five directors, three of whom are DTE Energy executives. That 990 also
shows that the CASE Fund provided a $700,000 cash grant to the Livermore Lab Foundation,
and that the CASE Fund received all of its $3,000,000 in revenue in 2020 from another 501(c)(4)
group, “Michigan Energy First.” The 2020 990 form5 for Michigan Energy First shows that three
of its four directors are also DTE Energy executives.

Livermore Lab carbon capture campaign targeted California regulators, legislators,
schools, and communities
The Livermore Lab website highlights6 the influence of its carbon capture advocacy effort on
policymakers and regulators in California:

At the state level, the state of California has similarly sought LLNL’s advice on how they can
move their carbon management plans forward. Authors have briefed state agencies and officials
19 times, and state legislators and staff 12 times. The LLNL team is coordinating closely with the
California Air Resources Board (CARB) as they formulate their plan for net carbon neutrality by
2045. CARB’s November 2020 presentation to their board outlines for the first time a clear need
for carbon capture and sequestration and carbon removal to achieve 2045 state climate goals.

The Livermore Lab Foundation also created an “education toolkit” that encourages high school
teachers to teach students about “Carbon Capture and Storage in the Delta or Kern Region.” The
website7 makes clear that the “education toolkit” promoting carbon capture in the regions where
DTE Energy owns biomass power plants was paid for by the 501(c)(4) group, but does not
disclose that group’s connections to DTE Energy:

7 https://carboncleanupinitiative.org/?page_id=2281
6 https://www.llnl.gov/news/moving-carbon-neutrality-one-year-later
5 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/472568177/202121239349301337/IRS990
4 https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/22066103/case-fund-990.pdf
3 https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/22066102/livermore-lab-foundation-990.pdf
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Thanks to funding support from the Clean and Sustainable Energy Fund (CASE), the Livermore
Lab Foundation has created public outreach and educational materials designed specifically to
explain the science of carbon neutrality.

The “education toolkit” appears to support a strategic goal of DTE Energy; in a DTE Energy
investor presentation8 titled “Introduction to DTE Energy’s California Carbon Storage Initiative,”
the company stated: “Stakeholder education on the safety and role of CCS in combating climate
change is imperative.”

The safety and role of CCS in combating climate change is still disputed and uncertain,
especially for communities in the San Joaquin Valley region, who currently bear some of the
greatest pollution burdens and most severe impacts of climate change in the nation. Communities
and policymakers considering carbon capture proposals and policies in California deserve to
know the full details of the funding arrangement for the Livermore Lab carbon capture
campaign, whether the program follows Department of Energy policies governing National Lab
industry partnerships, and how the Department of Energy plans to ensure sufficient oversight to
ensure the independence and credibility of National Lab programs.

Sincerely,
1. Barbara Rhine, Co-Chair, Legislative Working Group, 1000 Grandmothers for Future

Generations
2. Laura Neish, Executive Director, 350 Bay Area
3. Alan Weiner, Chapter Lead, 350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley
4. David Diaz, MPH, Executive Director, Active San Gabriel Valley
5. Faraz Rizvi, Campaign and Policy Manager, Asian Pacific Environmental Network

David F. Gassman, Co-Convenor, Bay Area - System Change not Climate Change
6. Gary Hughes, Americas Program Coordinator, Biofuelwatch
7. Susan Jordan,Executive Director, California Coastal Protection Network
8. Mabel Tsang, Political Director, California Environmental Justice Alliance (CEJA)
9. Thomas Helme, Coordinator, California Environmental Justice Coalition (CEJC)
10. Melissa Romero, Senior Legislative Manager, California Environmental Voters
11. Mattea Pechter, Campaigns and Organizing Manager, California EnviroVoters

(formerly CLCV)
12. Alec Castellano, Environmental Justice Specialist, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of

Stockton
13. Dr. Shaye Wolf, Climate Science Director, Center for Biological Diversity
14. Marven Norman, Policy Specialist, Center for Community Action and Environmental

Justice
15. Dan Ress, Staff Attorney, Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment

8 http://www.restorethedelta.org/wp-content/uploads/CCS-Overview-Presentation-04.20.21.pdf
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16. Nayamin Martinez, Executive Director, Central California Environmental Justice
Network

17. Sofia Magallon, EJ Policy Advocate, Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable
Economy (CAUSE)

18. Dr. Catherine Garoupa White, Executive Director, Central Valley Air Quality Coalition
19. Jesus Alonso, Community Organizer, Clean Water Action
20. Amanda Millstein, MD, Climate Health Now
21. Connie Cho, Attorney, Communities for a Better Environment
22. Jay Gentry, President, Con-Com-T, Inc.
23. David Pomerantz, Executive Director, Energy and Policy Institute
24. Laura Deehan, State Director, Environment California
25. Esperanza Vielma,, Executive Director, Environmental Justice Coalition for Water

(EJCW)
26. Mark Schlosberg, Acting California Director, Food & Water Watch
27. Shannon Smith, Executive Director, FracTracker Alliance
28. Ronald J Martin, President, Fresnans against Fracking
29. Elise Kalfayan, Steering Committee, Glendale Environmental Coalition
30. Amy Moas, Ph.D., Senior Climate Campaigner, Greenpeace USA
31. Benjamin Eichert, Director, Let's Green CA! (an initiative of the Romero Institute)
32. Matt Holmes, Environmental Justice Director, Little Manila Rising
33. Dave Shukla, Operations, Long Beach Alliance for Clean Energy
34. Alicia Nichols-Gonzalez, California Organizing Manager, Mothers Out Front
35. Susan Butler-Graham, Team Coordinator, Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley
36. Martha D Arguello, Executive Director, Physicians for Social Responsibility- Los

Angeles
37. Sean Armstrong, Founding Partner, Redwood Energy
38. Rebecca August, Founding Member, Safe Energy Now
39. Robert M. Gould, MD, President, San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social

Responsibility
40. Peter M Warren, Spokesperson, San Pedro & Peninsula Homeowners Coalition
41. Rachel Altman, Administrator, Santa Barbara Standing Rock Coalition
42. Monica Embrey, Senior Associate Director of Energy Campaigns, Sierra Club
43. Jack Eidt, Co-Founder, SoCal 350 Climate Action
44. Lin Griffith, Leader, Stop OAK Expansion Coalition
45. Shoshana Wechsler, Coordinator, Sunflower Alliance
46. Marylia Kelley, Executive Director, Tri-Valley CAREs (Communities Against a

Radioactive Environment)
47. Janice Schroeder, Core member, West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs
48. Jacqueline Cabassso, Executive Director, Western States Legal Foundation
49. Michal Lynch, Organizer, Women's March Santa Barbara



50. Clair Brown, Professor of Economics, UC Berkeley
51. Geoffrey Lee, Professor, Dept of Philosophy, UC Berkeley
52. Nina Dronkers, Adjunct Professor, UC Berkeley
53. Lance Kriegsfeld, Professor, University of California
54. Silvia Bunge, Professor, University of California Berkeley
55. Frank J. Sulloway, Adjunct Professor, University of California, Berkeley
56. Lucia Jacobs, Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience, University of California,

Berkeley




